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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration - Motion 

Resumed from 29 March on the following question - 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [8.45 pm]:  I begin by congratulating you, Mr 
Acting Speaker (Mr G.A. Woodhams), on your accession to the role of Acting Speaker.  There was no “Ooby 
dooby, c’mon Subi” in your first ruling, which I was disappointed about.  There was no “Advance Australia 
Equal”, which could have been a possibility.  Not too many National Party members become Acting Speakers.  
We welcome your contribution.  From an early opportunity, I can see that you have managed to completely shut 
down the house for a few minutes.  We hope that that happens on many more occasions!   

I begin my response to the Premier’s Statement by sharing with the house a small story from Nungarin that 
occurred last weekend.  This story is particularly relevant given the current discussion about the amalgamation of 
local councils and how some small country councils should be amalgamated into bigger regional councils.  I will 
explain what happened in Nungarin.  Nungarin and Trayning have joined together to form a new football team 
that has joined the Central Wheatbelt Football League.  It had its second game, which was its first home game, in 
Nungarin on the weekend. 

Mr T.K. Waldron:  What was the score?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I will get to the score.   

The great part of this story is that Nungarin is one of the smallest councils in Western Australia.  Indeed, it 
would be a prime target for an economic rationalist.  On Saturday night, about 300 or 400 people gathered in 
Nungarin to celebrate the reformation of the Nungarin football team.  That gathering shows how important it is 
that we continue to support our small communities.  The pride on the faces of the veterans of the football league 
in that region was evident to see, as was the joy on the faces of the young kids who spent the day playing in the 
park alongside the football field.  The oval, which previously had been allowed to brown off during the non-
cricket season, had been meticulously kept by the local council to allow the football game to proceed.  Like I 
said, it was a wonderful day of renewal in a community that most people think would not experience such a 
renewal.  I bring this issue back to the talk about the amalgamation of councils for the simple reason that it has 
been proposed that the Shire of Nungarin amalgamate with the Merredin Shire Council.  If those councils 
amalgamated, it would be hard for the Nungarin community to win the argument that their oval should be 
maintained as well as the Merredin oval.  If that were the case, a Nungarin-Trayning football team would not 
have played its second game in the Central Wheatbelt Football League last Saturday.  It is pretty easy to sit back 
at a bureaucratic level and talk about the need to amalgamate councils, deliver efficiencies and save $50 000 on 
administration costs in those regions.  However, such talk does not take into account the great feeling of renewal 
and the sense of achievement that the Nungarin and Trayning communities experienced on the weekend by 
reforming their football teams, attracting the old players back for a reunion on Saturday night, filling up the pub 
after the game, filling up the town hall after everyone had left the pub for tea and the awards and generally 
bringing the community together to celebrate a wonderful achievement, enjoy each other’s company and talk 
about the agriculture season ahead.  How do we put a value on all those things?  That is the challenge that I put 
to the rationalists in the world who try to tell me that the Shire of Nungarin should not exist.  How do we place a 
value on the enjoyment of the young children who had a day out on Saturday with their families and who 
watched their older brother or cousin play a football game?  That is what we ask the rationalists of the world to 
consider when they prepare reports that state that such councils should not exist.  Country people constantly 
struggle to convince those who live on this side of the hill that we have an important part to play in the social 
fabric of Western Australia and an important part to play in driving the economy of Western Australia.   

If we are to continue to do that, now and then we need their support.  I add that the Nungarin shire had no 
government support to enable this to happen.  The ratepayers’ money maintains the oval and the ratepayers’ 
money was used to resurface the netball courts to enable the Nungarin ladies netball club to also have a game on 
Saturday.  Nungarin shire money maintains the clubrooms and the town hall.  These are the important things that 
the local community does, without any help from this place or the bureaucracy.  The community does it with its 
own money.  Then the bureaucrats have the gall to release a report saying that the Shire of Nungarin should not 
exist any more and should become a part of the Shire of Merredin. 
The councils in NEWROC - that is, the North Eastern Wheatbelt Regional Organisation of Councils - work very 
closely together.  Nungarin, Trayning, Mukinbudin, Westonia and Mt Marshall work very closely together to 
ensure that where efficiencies can be gained, those efficiencies are delivered.  Should benefits be able to be 
gained from working closely together, it is in the best interests of the elected representatives and of the 
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community that they gain those benefits.  However, as I said, a bureaucratic report that tells them what they 
should do will never deliver a positive outcome for those communities.  Those communities know how to deliver 
positive outcomes, because they have been doing it for themselves for many years, and they will continue to do it 
for themselves for many more years to come.  Maybe we should think about celebrating their successes rather 
than telling them how they could do things better, when I am quite sure that most of those bureaucrats do not 
actually know and, at the end of the day, probably do not care very much either.  I believe that the story about 
the re-formation of the Nungarin-Trayning Towns Panthers football team is a very important story in the overall 
context of economic rationalism and the way in which small communities operate in terms of governance. 

The member for Wagin, who is a great country footballer, talked about the football score.  The Nungarin-
Trayning Towns Panthers had a difficult loss in the first week.  They travelled to Kalannie. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  It is a long way. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  It is a long way to Kalannie.  However, Towns scored two points and Kalannie kicked 37 goals.  
That was a bad first week.  However, they regrouped for the second week.  On the weekend, Mukinbudin scored 
28 goals and Towns got their first goal in the new competition.  They have reduced the margin to 25 goals.  We 
think that by about round 5 we will be competitive.  I issue a warning to everyone: if they are driving past 
Nungarin on a Saturday morning, they should not stop at the football, because they could well get a game!  
However, it is not so much about the score; it is -  
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Do they have a siren? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The siren works.  Members will be interested to know what happens if there is no siren.  A 
volunteer ambulance is at the game in case anyone gets injured, and the ambulance provides the siren at the 
Nungarin oval.  The volunteer must get back in the van and sound the siren. 
Mr G.M. Castrilli:  If they need a good coach, the member for Collie-Wellington will help them. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  That is right.  They need a bit of rough and tumble from the member for Collie-Wellington, 
I am sure. 

As I said, it is a wonderful story.  The Central Wheatbelt Football League is very excited about having the West 
Australian Football League game in Mukinbudin next weekend.  A new sports complex has been constructed 
there, with a new bowling green and new facilities, which will also be opened on the day.  One of the water 
resources ministers, Minister Kobelke - I have to use his name; I cannot refer to his title because no-one will 
know who I mean - will travel to Mukinbudin to open proceedings on Saturday.  I am sure that there will be 
another massive turnout for a wheatbelt football game.  When I spoke to the audience on Saturday night, I said 
that we often talk about the social fabric of a community, but it is very hard to define.  However, as local 
members of Parliament, we all know what it is when we see it.  There was certainly a lot of it in the Nungarin 
hall last Saturday night.  I congratulate all the people who got together to make it happen.  It is pretty tough 
work.  It is pretty tough for the coach to get a team on the field when it is copping that sort of beating.  The 
coach of the club is also the president of the club.  The shire president is also the volunteer ambulance officer 
and the person in charge of sounding the siren.  Obviously, he takes the role of timekeeper.  It is about the 
community getting involved and making things happen. 

The Minister for Police and Emergency Services is in the chamber.  After hearing that story, members will 
understand why ensuring that our volunteer fire brigades have the right equipment to allow them to do their task 
is so important to the Nationals and, I am sure, to the minister also.  The fire brigades went through the process 
of applying for funding under the emergency services levy.  That application was knocked back.  The brigades 
pointed out to the people administering the levy and the grants program that although those people had knocked 
back their initial application, the brigades were talking about necessary safety gear for their volunteers, and they 
wanted them to reconsider the application.  Once again, the application was knocked back.  We hope that the 
minister can fix that problem and that everyone who volunteers to work in volunteer bush fire brigades will have 
access to the necessary safety equipment.  The big bushfires that we talk about in this Parliament happen in 
regional areas, with the main attendance being by volunteers.  We have talked about the Tenterden fire.  
Volunteers would have turned up to that fire.  We talked about the Kukerin fire last year.  Volunteers turned up 
to that fire. 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  They do a fantastic job. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  They do an absolutely fantastic job.  It is a dangerous job.  It is incumbent upon the minister 
to ensure that they get the correct gear and the correct support to enable them to do their job to the best of their 
ability.  Volunteers such as those in the volunteer fire brigades and the volunteer ambulance drivers give up 
much of their time.  Many country communities get by on volunteers.  While they are providing those services 
that the government does not need to pay for, the least we can do is provide them with the right equipment and 
the right level of support so that they can continue to perform their tasks. 
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Mr T.K. Waldron:  Some young guys at the Kukerin fire did not want to wear the gear, and they did not.  
However, after the fire, all those young guys came back and said, “Where do we get the gear?”  The one thing 
that that fire taught them was how important that gear is.  Young guys want to be tough and say they don’t need 
it.  However, after that fire, they all wanted it, so it is really important. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  It is important, but they also need to do the training. 
Mr T.K. Waldron:  Yes, that is part of it. 
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  I remind the minister of something that he may not be aware of.  The National Party 
supported the minister’s bill at the time, on the basis that we were clearly guaranteed that this would not happen.  
If the minister looks back at the history, he will find that the National Party supported that bill, under an 
assurance by the previous chief executive officer and the member for Midland that what has been announced by 
the Leader of the National Party today would not happen. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  I take that on board. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  Yes.  In the time I have left, I will turn to some of the key issues that I believe will provide 
some benefits to the electorate of Merredin.  Biofuels are one of the key issues for the whole state of Western 
Australia.  Today, petrol is $1.40 a litre in the metropolitan area.  Welcome to $1.40!  It has been $1.40 in my 
electorate for a long time.  However, it is starting to send shock waves throughout the metropolitan area.  The 
economists predict that in a short time $1.40 may be regarded as a reasonable price.  The price of petrol and 
diesel could keep heading north.  The ability of Western Australia to drive a biofuels industry could be 
absolutely critical in ensuring that we keep our competitive advantage in the economies and the markets in which 
we operate.  The great advantage for the electorate of Merredin from this is that we could begin using the crops 
that we grow to develop alternative fuel sources for Western Australia; for example, our wheat for ethanol and 
our canola for biodiesel.  We are not just talking about it.  I met today with a company called BioWorks, which 
was the recipient of a development grant from the current government.  It has plans to establish 20 cooperative 
biodiesel plants in regional Western Australia.  Corrigin, my home town, is one example.  Fifty people turned up 
at the meeting in Corrigin to look at putting in a biodiesel plant to produce biodiesel for their farms and 
businesses.  They are talking about a plant that could produce more than a million litres of biodiesel a year.  
They would grow canola for the plant.  They would grind the canola to extract the oil, and that oil would be 
turned into biodiesel.  That is happening in Corrigin.  We see 20 more projects, just like that one, as having the 
potential to get off the ground.  It is absolutely critical that we enable the right parameters to be put in place to 
allow that to happen.  There are also proposals from the big end of town.  BP has announced its biofuels policy 
to have biofuel available at the pump, as well as an ethanol project going forward.  Gull is involved.  Shell is also 
involved on the east coast.  I am sure the project will be coming to Western Australia soon.  The big end of the 
market is getting involved in biofuels.  We need also to encourage other farmer cooperatives to get involved.  
However, with the level of turmoil in the grain industry at the moment, with the Cole commission on the oil for 
food issue, it is absolutely vital that our Western Australian grain growers have the ability to develop a biofuels 
industry and have an alternative source of usage for their grain rather than merely exporting to world markets, 
which we are all much more informed about now than members who do not have an interest in the grain growing 
industry may have been beforehand.  I can see a day when we can turn our entire wheat crop into fuel.  I have 
said to my constituents that if they had the choice between a tanker load of fuel or a tanker load of grain bobbing 
around in the ocean and they could choose which they wanted to sell onto the world market, they would take the 
tanker load of fuel every time.  We have the opportunity and the technology to allow that to happen.  It is 
something that the National Party will continue to pursue.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  We will continue to keep a watching brief on the biofuels issue.  We have been informed in 
the past couple of days that changes under a new fuel tax bill that are being proposed by the federal government 
could have very serious ramifications for the biofuel industry.  We are doing more work on this as we speak, but 
we are concerned that the changes to that legislation will promote a level of five per cent biodiesel, which is 
what the bigger players such as BP and Shell are talking about.  At the other end of the scale, with the farmer 
cooperatives, we are trying to encourage 50 per cent blends and 100 per cent biofuel usage.  We believe that if 
the legislation is passed in its current form, those farmer cooperatives may well be denied access to one of the 
grants available to biofuel producers.  The member for Stirling will be raising this at the WA Biofuels Taskforce 
meeting in the morning.  We are certainly making sure that we get in touch with our National Party federal 
colleagues to ensure that changes to the federal legislation do not become an impediment to the take-up of 
biofuels in Western Australia.  We are very happy to report to the house that the authority seems to be happening 
at both the big end of the market with BP and Gull, and also with the small farmer cooperatives.  It seems that 
today 20 of these cooperatives could well be established in regional Western Australia. 
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I turn now to the issue of child care, which is a critical issue that does not get too much coverage in Western 
Australia at the moment.  I will explain why.  The majority of child care at the moment is obviously needed in 
the metropolitan area and the larger regional centres, such as Bunbury, Geraldton and Albany.  The for-profit 
centres, such as ABC Child Care, have very good access to the federal government childcare benefit payments.  
For example, one of my staff members in Parliament House pays $56 a day for child care at one of the for-profit 
centres, and she gets a rebate of about $25.  Therefore, the net cost to her is about $31 a day, which makes it 
possible for her to come back to work and rejoin the work force as a working mum.  With the skills shortage that 
we have often discussed in this house, it is absolutely critical that we get skilled mums back into the work force.  
That is certainly something that I support.   
I turn now to the Town of Mukinbudin to tell members about child care in Mukinbudin.  ABC Child Care 
unfortunately has not decided to establish a for-profit childcare centre in Mukinbudin.  Mukinbudin has a 
committee of volunteer mums, who, in an effort to get child care up and running in Mukinbudin, have formed 
their own committee.  They have a need for about 10 to 15 places in Mukinbudin.  Unfortunately, the 10 to 15 
places that they need do not fit into any of the current criteria, under either state or federal childcare legislation.  
They find it very hard to employ a full-time childcare worker to look after that number of children, so they need 
to apply for exemptions from the qualifications required for a full-time childcare worker.  That means more 
paperwork and more work for the volunteers.  They cannot afford a purpose-built childcare centre, which 
requires the volunteer mums to access an exemption to allow them to use an existing community building in 
Mukinbudin.  They also cannot meet many of the criteria for kitchen, toilet and other facilities, which all requires 
more paperwork from this group of dedicated volunteer mums.  At the end of all that, do members think they can 
get childcare benefit payments from the federal government?  No.  No childcare benefit payments flow to those 
mums who have put together the proposal, who run the centre, and who manage the childcare worker that they 
employ.  We are working very hard to have the new Minister for Community Development, the member for 
Mandurah, recognise the anomaly in the system.  We are working very hard with our federal counterparts and 
new minister Brough to ensure that he understands the discrepancy in the system.  In country Western Australia, 
where the skills shortages are especially biting hard, we are losing many people from the wheatbelt to your 
region in the north west, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), which is important, but we need to make sure 
that we can fill the jobs that are on offer in the wheatbelt region of Western Australia.  We need to be able to get 
mums back into the work force.  Child care is imperative to allow that to happen.  At the moment the one-size-
fits-all approach, which is modelled on the for-profit centres in the metropolitan areas, is simply not working for 
regional Western Australia.  I believe the only fair way for the system to work is to enable all mums to access the 
childcare benefit payment, to ensure that there is a separate set of rules that accommodate the smaller not-for-
profit, volunteer-run centres in regional Western Australia.  If we do not put those changes in place, we will end 
up with grandma and grandpa having to look after the kids or a nanny being paid cash to go to the house to look 
after the kids.  All that would do is create a system with no oversight, which can also lead to problems.  The 
National Party certainly puts issues such as child care very high on its list of priorities.  It is not a matter that will 
be raised every day, but it gets raised every day with us by our constituents in regional areas.  Fixing problems 
like that will begin to rebuild the social fabric that we all regard as so important to our region. 

I especially mention the Wheatbelt Organisation for Child Services, which is a wonderful group that has got 
together to raise the issue of child care in the regions.  It has almost become the peak lobby group for child care 
in Western Australia, which its members are very proud of.  We encourage anyone with an interest in child care 
to get in touch with our WOCS group, which has direct correspondence and lines of contact with both state and 
federal ministers and state and federal departments to try to alleviate its concerns about child care.  We would 
certainly like to see those issues addressed.  Even in your home town of Karratha, Mr Acting Speaker, you 
would understand the great requirement for child care.  There are 200 people on the waiting list.  Even though 
the new Millers Well centre was a recipient of a federal grant, there is still a very large list of people waiting for 
child care in the north west, and there are acute skills shortages in the Pilbara region as well.  Dealing with the 
lack of child care in the wheatbelt, the Pilbara, the Kimberley or anywhere else in regional Western Australia 
needs to become a priority if we are to meet that skills shortage.  I cannot see the point in bringing overseas-
trained workers to meet the skills shortage with the associated challenges involved in making it happen.  If child 
care were available and affordable, many young mums and dads would access it and could be back in the work 
force.   

I turn now to the Merredin District Hospital.  I have made it a real policy of mine to try not to be negative about 
the services that exist in my region for one simple reason: we have all heard of the sea change phenomenon that 
is happening in Western Australia.  Bush change is also occurring.  People are moving to inland communities to 
access affordable housing, the wonderful communities and the community spirit that exists in the bush.  
Members who represent any of the regional areas do not have to do too much to put down the bush change 
lifestyle if they are constantly complaining about the health service or the doctors’ service, the schools or other 
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government-provided services.  The Merredin hospital cannot continue to operate under its current system 
without a major overhaul.   

The Minister for Health came to a York conference just before the last election and announced a $400 000 
increase in spending for the Merredin hospital.  However, the minister should be aware that I was informed this 
afternoon that that $400 000 was not actually spent in Merredin.  The money was returned to the Country Health 
Service budget.  I cannot confirm that because I have not had the time.  However, it is concerns like that that are 
raised with me that lead me to believe that all the good that is said about the country health network is not true.  I 
will endeavour to find out through questions on notice -  

Mr J.A. McGinty:  I will find out the answer to that.  I was not aware of it. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I do not think we have seen any discernible improvement in Merredin.  Two years ago, 
obstetrics were being referred to, but we are miles and miles away from having obstetrics facilities at the 
Merredin hospital.  We also talked about having 24-7 coverage by doctors.  The previous minister, who is here, 
will also remember the problem we had locating doctors in Merredin.  We still have only one full-time doctor in 
Merredin - Dr Freeman - who has done a wonderful job but there is still no full-time coverage of Merredin by 
doctors.  It is a regional hospital.  There was a very bad accident a couple of weeks ago and there was no doctor 
in residence in Merredin as there was no doctor in residence in any of the surrounding towns that are part of the 
Merredin district.  At the end of the day, the hospital in Merredin had to speak to the doctor attached to the flying 
doctor wing to get advice on how to treat the car accident patients who had been brought to the Merredin 
hospital.  That is completely unacceptable and the Country Health Service should regard that as unacceptable.  If 
it wants Merredin to be a regional hospital, it needs to treat it as such.  It should ensure that a doctor is there 24-7 
so that the surrounding towns can access him or her.  People should be clear in the knowledge that when they 
access the Merredin regional hospital, a doctor will be in residence.  That is critical to assure country people that 
there is a viable health service in the wheatbelt.   

There is still a lot of work to be done on the Merredin hospital.  As I said, I want to be able to talk it up and 
promote the service to the people who want to make a bush change and come to the region.  However, there has 
been no discernible improvement.  The only discernible improvement in health that I can see is to the health 
service at Quairading.  That happened in Quairading because someone left the service a lot of money, which 
allowed for an upgrade of the hospital to provide a better level of service to the community. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  Give us a little credit.  We also then topped it up to make sure that they were able to finish 
the job.  The shire president rang me to say that he was unable to finish the job - 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  That is correct.  However, I would not have thought that money would have to be 
bequeathed in a will to get capital money from the government to be spent in the wheatbelt.  Unfortunately, that 
is what happened and, as I said, I have not been able to ascertain what happened to the money provided to 
Merredin or whether it has made a difference.  There are still problems related to doctors being located in the 
town and the community is not confident enough to use the Merredin regional health service.  I know that the 
overarching policy of the government is for the people of Bruce Rock, Kununoppin, Southern Cross and 
Narembeen to access the Merredin hospital as a regional service.  However, the level of service that those people 
should be able to expect does not exist.  They do not have any faith in it and therefore the hub-and-spoke model 
is very difficult to implement when there is no confidence in what Merredin can deliver.  There is more work to 
be done, and if we can continue to show that people are moving into these areas and the population is growing, 
maybe the Country Health Service will be encouraged to make the changes that will allow us to call Merredin a 
regional hub to meet the needs of the people of that district. 

My time is nearly up.  It is amazing how fast the time goes when I talk about issues that concern me.  However, 
for far too long the wheatbelt has been regarded as the poor cousin of other districts in Western Australia.  That 
is being turned around with population growth.  We have a great opportunity for our region to go forward with 
the bush change people moving to the bush. 

MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [9.11 pm]:  I too would like to speak to the Premier’s Statement.  It 
gives me a great deal of pleasure to recognise the member for Willagee’s promotion to Premier of the state.  As a 
member of the class of ’96, I was elected at the same time as the member for Willagee.  Therefore, I congratulate 
him on his promotion to Premier of the state.  I also acknowledge the outgoing Premier, Hon Geoff Gallop, for 
the work that he did as the Premier of the state. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Is that your statement for becoming leader - member of the class of ’96? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It has nothing at all to do with that.  I do not know whether members can hear 
me, but what gives me even greater pleasure is that the Speaker is in the Chair, and I take this opportunity to 
thank the Speaker because, as he knows and as the members for Albany and Greenough know, we have just 
returned from a trip to China. 
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Mr G.M. Castrilli:  Did you learn anything? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I think we all learnt many things.  I encourage any member of this chamber to 
visit China.   
Mr G.M. Castrilli:  We would if the Speaker would allow us. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I do not think members should rely on the Speaker.  I congratulate the Speaker 
and the member for Roe for going to China.   
The SPEAKER:  Do you want me to stop the interjections? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  No, Mr Speaker, they are adding to the debate.  Seriously, it is a great place to 
visit, because it is an interesting culture in terms of its history.  Its history is hard to actually comprehend and 
understand, especially when one comes from such a young country as Australia.  Its economy is growing so fast 
that there is incredible high rise everywhere.  Huge cranes and buildings go on as far as the eye can see.  
However, the consequence of that is the incredible pollution.  That brought home to me how important the LNG 
project in the Speaker’s electorate is, and it made me very proud to be a Western Australian when the Speaker 
referred to how resource rich his electorate is and how important gas is to China.  In saying that, it also made me 
think about issues such as uranium mining, alternate forms of energy and how we address the pollution problem.  
It took me about 24 hours to realise that the grey sky over the cities in China was a belt of pollution.  I kept 
thinking that it was inclement weather and that I should really dress for the occasion but the grey sky was a 
blanket of smog over the cities.  It made me realise that, with that growth in China, we all have a responsibility 
to think about what we are doing.  It is great to see that the Speaker is promoting liquefied natural gas.  I am 
grateful for the opportunity to visit China and meet these wonderful Chinese people, who really gave us red 
carpet treatment.  It was also good to enjoy the company of members from the other side of the house, and to get 
to know them better. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  We were nice, weren’t we? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  They are not bad.  They have different political colours, but the member for 
Albany is not all that bad.  I have a high regard for him.  It was also good to get to know the member for 
Greenough.  He was very fortunate to be there, although we almost lost him in the Whirlpool washer!  It was a 
great experience and I encourage all members to take the opportunity to broaden their experience and get to 
know the opportunities in China.  I could talk about the many places in which we were privileged to be 
welcomed, but the greatest experience for me, and something I have always wanted to do, was to walk the Great 
Wall.  We all had a great deal of fun doing that.  It was 14 days packed with meetings.  As much as people 
criticise members of Parliament for travelling, there is never anything to be achieved by reading a book.  We 
must experience it ourselves.  I commend to all members that they visit China. 

I should really speak about my electorate, because this opportunity is really for talking about what has happened 
in my electorate over the past 12 months.  This morning I had the privilege of attending the Carine Primary 
School assembly, which focused on values.  A young man called Clinton, who was a clown, engaged about 700 
students in a way that was a great privilege to witness.  It was a wonderful thing to see smiling faces under a blue 
sky - something I have really come to appreciate.  It was wonderful to get back into the swing of my electorate 
and to see young Western Australians engaging in great community activities, talking about values and how they 
see themselves going forward in their school life.  

Mr P.B. Watson:  Referring back to China, can you see the opportunities that children have here compared to 
the conditions Chinese children face with a pollution that can very well shorten their lives?  In a country that is 
so polluted, the next generation will be very sick.  

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It is indeed polluted.  There are many social issues in China that we cannot begin 
to fathom.  Even its one-child policy is a problem.  Though it may be a good thing to limit population growth, 
there are then problems with caring for the aged when there is only one child to deal with elderly parents.  Those 
children will be facing huge issues for their health and the aged community.  As an advanced society - I like to 
think of Australia as an advanced society - we have a lot to think about, and we should be contributing in a 
responsible way. 

Coming back to my electorate, I feel very privileged to have been the member for Carine for the past nine and a 
half years.  It is a wonderful electorate, and I am amazed about the things I am able to achieve for the people of 
the electorate, in advocating on their behalf.  Often I think the best and most gratifying work is what I do in my 
electorate, and certainly not the work that happens here in the Parliament.  This place can often be so dry, droll 
and slow.  The wheels of change are even slower.  However, it is a great place.  It is a privilege to be a member 
and I will always be grateful for that privilege.  I do not take it for granted. 
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I also congratulate the new member for Victoria Park.  I am sure he will make a great contribution to the 
Parliament as well, with his background in law.  I have often thought that lawyers are not the best-placed people 
to become members of this house but, having been here for nine and a half years, I now wish I had a law degree.  

Mr P.B. Watson:  You are too honest, member for Carine. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  That has always been my downfall; I am far too honest. 

This would not be one of my speeches if I did not talk about the railway.  I did not get an opportunity to do so 
today during the matter of public interest debate.  As much as I have been highly critical of the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure about this project, I actually want to see the railway come to fruition.  However, I 
would really have liked to see it completed within budget and on time.  The opposition has been saying for a 
long time that that would not happen.  As the days, months and years go past we realise that the railway project 
will not be delivered on time and we now know that it will not be delivered on budget.  I have often said that part 
of the reason for that is that the minister was so hell-bent on changing the route.  That was a determination that 
she was entitled to make. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  She wanted it to go past South Perth. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes, she did; she wanted it to go past South Perth, and she wanted to deliver a 
station for all of those people in South Perth who were knocking at the door of the member for South Perth 
begging for it.  It might happen that one of these days there will be a station at South Perth.   

Several members interjected. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I have been distracted by my own colleagues!  My own colleagues are trying to 
distract me! 

I was trying to say that the minister was entitled to make a determination to change the route, which she did.  
However, there is also process.  It is about planning and making a determination that that is the right thing to do.  
It is about engaging the professionals who are in a position to make a determination about whether that is the 
right thing to do for the state, and I do not think that this minister did that.  

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  I cannot let you get away with saying that.  Your minister, under the previous government, 
knew that that was the best route.  The only reason the previous government did not use that route was price.  I 
can tell you this because I was chairman of the commission that went through that document, and your minister 
came to the same conclusion as the present minister. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  That is about financial responsibility.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  That is not all it was about.  There were real estate deals involved as well.  

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The Minister for Justice and the member for Riverton can say those things.  They 
have probably heard me make more speeches about the railway than some other people.  However, the coalition 
put in place a committee that made a determination after a two-year process involving local authorities.  That did 
not happen with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  She made a determination, after 17 weeks of being 
in government, that she would change the route, and so it was done. 
Mr P.B. Watson:  What a leader! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes, but now the project is $400 million or $500 million over budget, after the 
minister kept saying that it would be delivered on time and on budget.  

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Ask the people of Mandurah what they want.  

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  They want a railway, and members on this side of the house also want the 
railway to be delivered.  However, we do not want it to be a burden on taxpayers.  We also do not want to see it 
being the subject of litigation even before it is completed.  The contractors are talking about the tunnelling 
process, and about taking it to court. 
Mr P.B. Watson:  They also tried doing that with Spencer Street station in Melbourne.  That is just a ploy they 
use.  

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  We are here in Western Australia, and that is where I would like to be right now.  
Let us concentrate on what is happening here.  I want to take members back in history.  The minister, after 
17 weeks, made that determination and then suddenly came under heat because all the professionals said that she 
was wrong.  She then established the Perth City Rail Advisory Committee.  I pulled out a copy of the report 
today because I had intended to try to get a few minutes to speak during the matter of public interest today.  The 
advisory committee was set up to look at the best options.  It was not the tunnel route under William Street.  The 
proposed route was east-west-central.  The recommendation was that it would come along the freeway and 
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outside Parliament House.  It would be a cut and cover.  There would be a station under the freeway in Elder 
Street.  Members opposite might think that I know nothing about this, but I know a lot.  I took an interest in the 
railway. 
Mr P.B. Watson:  The member said it, not us. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I can see the blank looks opposite. 
Mr P.B. Watson:  We are in awe. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I think members opposite are trying to distract me. 
The report recommended that the minister not go down this particular path, because it would be problematic in 
terms of cost and risk.  We are seeing that now.  It is an awful thing to say, “We told you so”, but it is true.  We 
told her.  We will probably continue saying that.  As I said earlier, I would like to see the railway delivered. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  A week after the rail line is opened, you will forget. 
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  No, because we will still be suffering as taxpayers paying the overruns on the 
project. 
I will talk a little about my electorate.  I had planned to make some reference to the schools in my electorate.  I 
find it disappointing that Lake Gwelup Primary School has about 15 demountable classrooms.   
Dr G.G. Jacobs:  That is shocking. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It is.  It needs an injection of funds. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  It is like schools in my electorate of Esperance. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It is a common thread.  It should not be happening.  The member for Alfred Cove 
made the same point when she was talking about the railway. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Are you in a safe seat? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Is the member cynical?  Has he been here so long? 

For the benefit of all members, Lake Gwelup Primary School was in the electorate of Innaloo. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I was going to keep my comments brief but Mr Speaker is now in the chair and I 
am enjoying myself so much. 

Lake Gwelup Primary School was in the electorate of the former member for Innaloo, who is now the member 
for Mindarie.  While he was the sitting member enormous dialogue took place; great promises were made.  
However, when the boundaries changed and he decided to seek preselection in Mindarie, the dialogue ceased 
and the commitment to upgrading the school ceased.  It is disappointing that governments fund particular 
electorates based on the voting margin in the seat.  That is disappointing; it should never happen.  A good 
government should look right across the board.  There should be equity across the board.  That applies to Liberal 
and Labor.  The Minister for Police and Emergency Services is not convinced. 

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  I was going to ask the former Minister for Education how much was given to Ballajura, 
because it was the most marginal seat in the state. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  A huge amount.  It started under Labor. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I think the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is being very unfair on 
the former coalition.  The coalition was very good to Labor electorates.  Even Belmont had a lot given to it by 
the former coalition Minister the Education, the member for Cottesloe.  He gave to the member for Belmont 
before he became Treasurer. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  After I closed Kewdale! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The member is not being helpful.  I was making a very important point. 

There are too many demountable classrooms at Lake Gwelup Primary School.  There are also issues with 
schools such as North Beach Primary School, which is in great need of a resource centre.  The school has been 
waiting for one for a long time.  I understand that there has to be equity across the board.  The government 
should look at the number of students and ensure that there is fairness across all electorates and schools, 
regardless of where they are located. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  Has anything nice happened since we got into government? 
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Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I have been saying for a long time that the infill sewerage program in my 
electorate had been delayed because of funding cuts.  It should have been finalised four years ago.  However, the 
program is now complete.  The good constituents of the electorate of Carine are very pleased that that has 
happened. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  It is very interesting that in your previous example you were talking about what you 
perceived as bias in education funding, yet the infill sewerage program has been completed in Carine.  During 
question time today the opposition raised the issue about the Premier’s electorate.   

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  If the member looks at the program, he will see that it should have been 
completed four years ago. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I was talking about bias. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I am not convinced that there is bias.  I do not think that argument works. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I was referring to the member’s argument about bias in education policy, when she knows 
that most decisions are made through local area planning processes and are not directed by government. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I think it is a matter that is directed by government.  There is some influence by 
government.  We could debate this in the corridors if the member likes. 

I am very pleased to be the member for Carine and to look after the residents and constituents of Carine.  The 
member is talking about other issues.  Power is always one that concerns people.  The member for Cottesloe has 
been a great advocate of underground power.   

An opposition member:  It started in the electorate of Albany. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes.  The member for Albany can thank the member for Cottesloe. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It started in my electorate at the same time! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Nevertheless, my electorate appreciates underground power.  However, there is 
need for more in the area.  There are concerns in Carine about old power poles that have white ant infestation.  I 
have written to the new Minister for Energy.  He has kindly responded to me in the past week about the issue.  
He is examining it.  I look forward to continuing to have a good relationship with the new minister.  He was very 
helpful to me in his former role as Minister for Housing and Works.  He has assisted in a number of issues 
concerning housing in the electorate of Carine.  This government is not all bad - 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  The Carine tavern is going very well. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It is going very well but, unfortunately, there have been some antisocial 
problems with the Carine open space.  I should take this opportunity to congratulate the local police for the work 
and the effort that they put in to ensure that anti-social behaviour in the area is minimised.  It is a problem when 
a local tavern is located so close to a beautiful open space.  Young people tend to locate themselves there in the 
evening with alcohol that they have obtained from -  

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  Don’t say it! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I was not going to say anything other than they consume alcohol from the tavern.  
They send somebody who is aged 18 or over to purchase it.  Most of them are under age.  I know that because I 
have spent some time with the police in the evening to see the sort of work that they do.  I congratulate them for 
that work.  They work tirelessly and try to assist where they can.  They work closely with the tavern staff and the 
patrons to ensure that that kind of anti-social behaviour does not exist.  The two senior sergeants from Warwick 
and Scarborough have been extremely helpful to me and my electorate.  I commend them.  I will not name them; 
they know who they are.  They are very valuable police officers in my community.   

I also take this opportunity to thank the staff who work for me - Jan Graham, Genevieve Lyon and Blair Stratton.  
I always think that we never thank our staff enough for the work that they do.  They are fantastic.  I have been 
very fortunate to have kept my staff since I was elected.  The loyalty that they have shown me is second to none 
and I really appreciate the work that they do for me and my community.  I also thank my colleagues for all the 
support that they have given me as well.  They are a great bunch of guys. 
Mr J.N. Hyde:  The whole five of them. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  No, all of them.  We have had a couple of marriages over this side of the house.  
The member for Darling Range recently married. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  Did you go to that? 
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Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  No, I was in China.  The member for Kalgoorlie recently married.  I take the 
opportunity to congratulate them as well.  There have been no divorces on this side; that is always a good thing.  
I have made too much light of my speech this evening.  I was asked to make this speech off the cuff. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  Tell us more. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I must tell members about the Anzac Day service in Shanghai.  Members would 
be very proud of the member for Albany.  He spoke for a few minutes -  

Mr J.N. Hyde:  In Mandarin, Cantonese or Hokkien? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  No, in English.  It was wonderful.  We woke early to attend the Anzac Day dawn 
service.  The member for Albany made us all proud.  He spoke about the significance of Albany to the Anzac 
ceremony.   

Mr P.B. Watson:  They kept calling it All-bany. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  They did but we know it is Al-bany.  I make that acknowledgement.  I do not 
make light of it.  He was a great statesman. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  Ambassador. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes, a great ambassador for the state. 
Mr J.N. Hyde:  All five of you got up early to attend that? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes, and their partners.  We were all up very early.  Then we had a very Western 
breakfast.  The member for Carine made a beehive for the Vegemite and the toaster.  A good day was had by all.  
I acknowledge that the member for Albany was a significant statesman on that occasion and we were all very 
proud of him. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  Did the Speaker find the Chinese golf course? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  No, we did see the practice range - layers and layers, a bit like their freeway 
system, stacked on top of each other.  The Speaker was very busy with -  

Mr J.N. Hyde:  Affairs of state. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes, and talking about gas projects and the resource sector in his electorate.  He 
was a fine ambassador for the state.  I am not making light of it.  He was a great ambassador for this state.  I 
think we were a great team.  With those few comments, I thank the chamber for giving me this opportunity to 
speak.   
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.A. McGinty (Attorney General). 

House adjourned at 9.44 pm 
__________  

 


